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r r,nn nfall claims in the application with their status and the text for 
CLAIMS: The following is a listing of all claims in me c W 

all active claims. 

each denary contains a numeric Index lo, each unique value; 
<b) forming en n-ar, tree with lea. and inteflo. nodes where,* 

,n .=rh said leaf node corresponds to one of said dchonanes. 
Sn^lnt W nc.eas,oc,a l es,nurnencinde,w i ^ple 8 o.nu™,c,nde»s 

from other subordinate leaf or interior nodes, and 

-odes are capable of storing one or more se^of o^^^ 

tup.e S dMnctbcfror^^ . , j 

value or tuple of values occurred in the parallel data eiernent sequences. 
3 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of Caim 1, farther inc,udin 9 a means for eff,c,en«y 
' processing a subset of a tree's leaves, comprising the following steps: 
(a) defining a gate field In eaeh one, or more interior nodes, 

S seLg the l,ue of said gate field in each said interior node, to indicate wh,ch of sa,d 

Interior node's branches lead to leaf nodes in said subset, 
(c) following paths that lead to said leaf nodes, and 
ivtt orocessinq said leaf nodes encountered. 
4 (CURREnTI"'' AMENDED) The method of claim 1 . further Including seleetiwely-dieaBlmg 

5. "SZSSk* AMENDED, The method of claim . further deluding a — for arming 
said n-ary tree comprising the steps of: 

fsrt defining a problem space comprising: . 

oTa se, « states such that each state contains a se, 0, leaves and zero or more ,ntenor 
nodes each with Wo or more other nodes as children. 

, 2) a valuefunction. giving a numeric ranking of the value of any state's design 
,„) defining one or more operators that transform one state fo another, and 
To the prohfcm space, startng from an Iniia, state and apptying opera^s * 

' Z. » other states - • ™ aC "" Mte K °° " eSI9 " " 

6 through 10. (CANCELED) 
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h ,pio ftgquences, 

13. (CANCELED) 

14. (CANCELED) 

17. (CANCELED) 
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